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National Novel Writing Month Young Writers Program Website 
 
Directions: You and a parent need to read these terms and sign the last page. 
 
Terms & Conditions 
 
Acceptance of Terms: Your use of National Novel Writing Month’s Young Writers Program website 
(“YWP website”) represents an understanding and acceptance of the following terms. If you do not 
agree with the following terms, you, your children, and/or your students should not use the YWP 
website. 

The following terms may be updated occasionally, at National Novel Writing Month’s (“our”) discretion. 
National Novel Writing Month (“We”) will make reasonable effort to notify you of any substantive 
changes. We suggest that you regularly review the terms to ensure your continued understanding and 
acceptance. 

If you are under 18, you must review the following terms with a parent, guardian, or educator 
facilitating the Young Writers Program (“YWP”). Your parent, guardian, or educator must give you 
permission before you establish an account. 

Authorized Users: The YWP website is intended for the following audiences: 

● Young writers under 18 years of age and/or participating with a registered K-12 educator 
● Educators facilitating the YWP in schools, libraries, or community spaces 
● Parents or guardians facilitating or reviewing the YWP 

If you are not part of one of these audiences, you may not use the YWP website. If you are not part of 
one of these audiences and have established an account, it will be immediately deleted and your 
access will be blocked. The YWP website does not allow search-indexing or public access to user 
profiles, novels, or forums. 

Personal Information: The YWP website collects the following information upon registration: 
● Username 
● First name or educator name 
● School name (educators only) 
● Birthdate 

● Email address 
● Password 
● Security question answers 

You have the option to provide: 

● Avatar graphic 
● Non-identifying profile information (e.g., favorites and interests) 
● Novel information 

The YWP website also collects IP addresses and uses browser cookies. We use these only to help 
you interact with the site, not to gather any further personal information. 

National Novel Writing Month will not share any of your information with third parties, unless it is 
necessary for safety or legal purposes. 



We make every reasonable effort to comply with the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Rule 
(“COPPA”), and we collect and display information differently for young writers under 13 years of age. 

Account Security: National Novel Writing Month makes every reasonable effort to keep your YWP 
website account secure. We will not be held liable for unauthorized access to your account or 
personal information. 

Emails: Establishing an account on the YWP website automatically subscribes you to National Novel 
Writing Month mailing lists. We use a third party for our mailing-list management, but your information 
is only accessible by National Novel Writing Month. You may unsubscribe or update your email 
preferences at any time. 

Marketing: National Novel Writing is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and offers no paid services. 

We will occasionally offer opportunities to donate or purchase programmatic merchandise. These 
transactions are hosted on a store platform outside the YWP website. 

We will occasionally share program-related offers on behalf of our corporate sponsors. These 
messages will be distributed via our email or content systems, not by the sponsors themselves. 

We will not share any of your personal information with third parties for marketing purposes. 

Intellectual Property: You will not knowingly share any content that has been created, copyrighted, 
and/or trademarked by another person or entity. We will immediately delete any content we determine 
to be plagiarized. 

The educational materials on the YWP website created by National Novel Writing Month are under 
Creative Commons license. You are free to share and adapt them, with attribution, for noncommercial 
purposes. This license does not apply to user-created novels or any other user-created 
content.National Novel Writing Month retains trademarks on the following: 

● “NaNoWriMo’s Young Writers Program” 
● “National Novel Writing Month” 
● “NaNoWriMo” 
● “Camp NaNoWriMo” 
● NaNoWriMo’s Young Writers Program logo and all derivations 
● National Novel Writing Month logo and all derivations 
● Camp NaNoWriMo logo and all derivations 

Codes of Conduct: You will abide by our Codes of Conduct, including grounds for content, discipline, 
and account deletion (see Codes of Conduct below). 

User Novels: The YWP website allows you to create, host, and share your novel(s). National Novel 
Writing Month claims no copyright on novels created, hosted, or shared on the YWP website, and will 
not be held liable for any content therein. We reserve the right to publish non-substantive excerpts in 
our marketing materials, but will make reasonable effort to seek permission before we do so. We will 
make every reasonable effort to host your novel(s), but the YWP website is not a permanent storage 
solution. You will regularly back up your novel(s) outside the YWP website. We will not be held liable 
for accidental novel deletion. 

https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule


User Content: The YWP website allows you to share profile information and post in public forums. 
National Novel Writing Month claims no copyright on user-created content, and will not be held liable 
for it. We reserve the right to publish user-created content in our marketing and editorial materials. 

Classrooms: The YWP website allows registered educators to create online classrooms to facilitate 
the YWP. By joining a classroom, young writers accept that: 

● You are a young writer participating in the YWP with the educator who has created the 
classroom. 

● You grant the educator the right to view and edit your personal information, novel(s), and 
user-created content. 

● You will abide by any further conduct or content guidelines beyond the existing Codes of 
Conduct, as established by the educator. 

National Novel Writing Month will immediately delete unauthorized classrooms. 

Third-Party Links: The YWP website may contain links to content hosted on other websites. National 
Novel Writing Month will not be held liable for any third-party content. 

General Limitation of Liability: National Novel Writing Month will not be held liable for any damages 
associated, directly or indirectly, with your use of the YWP website. 

General Rights Reserved: National Novel Writing Month has made reasonable effort to account for 
common terms of use above, but we know this won’t cover everything. We reserve the right to take 
any and all action on your YWP website account, novel(s), and user-created content at our discretion. 

Contact Us: If you have questions about these Terms & Conditions or any other concerns related to 
the YWP website, please email us. 

 
Codes of Conduct: 

We want everyone who uses NaNoWriMo's Young Writers Program website to have a safe, fun 
experience. Below are some things to keep in mind when using our site. By agreeing to our Terms & 
Conditions, you also agree to these guidelines. They apply specifically to forum posts, classroom 
posts, and profile information. If you have questions or aren’t sure about something, email a 
moderator. We’re here to help! 

Respect: No matter what, we expect everyone to treat each other (and themselves) with respect. We 
do not allow racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, hate speech, harassment, personal attacks, or 
bullying. 

Keep it clean: Don’t post things that you wouldn’t want your parents or teachers to see, including bad 
language, adult content, or criminal topics. This includes links to other websites that feature stuff like 
this. Avoid discussions of violence, including self-harm and imaginary violence to others. 

Keep it legal: Only post something if you know you have the right to do so. If it’s not yours, don’t post 
it! This includes pictures, writing, songs, etc. Only share your own writing and content. If you do have 
permission, make sure you include credit. No discussion of illegal activity will be allowed, even 
jokingly. Don’t encourage anyone to do anything that’s illegal. 

https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/pages/codes-of-conduct
https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/pages/codes-of-conduct


Stay safe: Don’t share specific, personal information. This includes your exact location, addresses, 
phone numbers, etc. In general, it's best not to get more specific than states or provinces. Never give 
your password to anyone. Account sharing is not allowed. Accounts are free, so if a friend wants to 
use the YWP site, they’ll need to use their own account to do so! 

Be polite: This is a big, diverse community. We have different ideas and different lives. Be polite, 
even when you disagree. Don’t do things with the intent of upsetting or interrupting other people. Treat 
others how you would want to be treated! Because this is primarily a writing website, we do not allow 
serious political or cultural debates. While you're free to talk thoughtfully about your beliefs, please 
don't try and convince others that what they believe is wrong. 

Be inclusive: The YWP website is the perfect place to get to know all kinds of people. Whether you're 
involved in a role-play or a brainstorming session, don’t exclude anyone who is acting in line with 
these guidelines. 

Be nice: Help others. Be encouraging and supportive. 

Be smart: While we want to believe everyone is telling the truth, some people like to make up things 
when they’re online. Keep your brain engaged, and be smart about what you read. 

How to Report:  

Forum Posts: To report a forum post that you believe is in violation of our Codes of Conduct, click the 
flag icon in the bottom right of the post container. This will allow you to report it, plus tell us why you 
think it’s problematic. Our moderators look at flagged posts several times a day and will quickly 
address the issue. 

Classroom Posts: To report a classroom post that you believe is in violation of our Codes of 
Conduct, alert your classroom’s educator via direct message. Click their avatar in the “Direct 
Messages” panel, and copy and paste the entire post so they can see it. Educators take responsibility 
for the posts in their classrooms, but can also ask moderators for help. 

Profiles: To report a profile that you believe is in violation of the codes of our Codes of Conduct, 
email a moderator. Include the username associated with the profile, and copy and paste the text so 
we can review it. Moderators will edit or remove any post or profile that violates the guidelines above. 
Continued violation will result in a block from forums and/or a deletion of your YWP website account. 

 
 
Student (& Parent): I have read and understand these terms and the Codes of Conduct. I 
agree to follow the Codes of Conduct, and I understand that if I violate them, I will lose my 
account on the site and I will be given consequences from the school. 
 
 
Student signature: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent signature: ______________________________________________________________  


