
Name ___________________________________ Date ____________________Per _____ 
 

Tips for Writing a Title 
First write a summary of what your book is about.  Include names of characters, the conflicts they 
face, the places they go, and what they do to try to solve their conflicts: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

Now list nouns (people, places, things, ideas) and verbs (actions) from your novel: 
Nouns: Verbs: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Play around with combinations of the nouns and verbs above. See if a title idea comes from them… 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Other suggestions for choosing a title: 
 

The Central Character Who are the characters in your novel? 

Since most novels are about one character above all 
the others, it makes sense to name the book after 
them. You can simply use the character's name, or 
their name plus other key words: 

● Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, by       
J.K. Rowling 

● Artemis Fowl, by Eoin Colfer 

●  Eragon, by Christopher Paolini  

 



 

Labels What labels might your characters have? 

Instead of their name, what is a label that describes them? 

● The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton 

● The Giver, by Lois Lowry 

● The Pigman, by Paul Zindel 

● Uglies, by Scott Westerfeld 

 

 

An Important Setting What settings are important in your novel? 

A good title could be a key location in the story - a town, 
school or hangout, or the street on which they live: 

● The Sledding Hill, by Chris Crutcher 
● Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O’Dell 
● The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 

A Conflict or Quest What are your central conflicts or quests? 

A conflict itself can be a great source of novel titles - 
in particular, the object of the central character's 
overall quest or their main conflict: 

● Thirteen Reasons Why, by Jay Asher 
● Among the Hidden, by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

● The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins 
● What Happened to Cass McBride, by Gail Giles 

 

 

A Symbol What are some objects or symbols in your novel? 

Good titles often refer to a concrete object that 
symbolizes (represents) an idea in the novel: 

● Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen 

● The Hate List, by Jennifer Brown 
● Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie, by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 

 
Even if you think you have a good title, list more possible title ideas below: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 


